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Somalia's women refugees' fight for
protection

Rape with impunity - plight of Somalia's women
refugees

By Zeinab Badawi BBC News, northern Somalia

Rape victims in northern Somalia The women fear
reprisal attacks if they speak out about the rapes.

The three Somali women sat huddled together in a
corner of an empty, dusty room in a camp for
displaced people in northern Somalia, their faces
etched with grief and resignation.

They were all rape victims. Two of them had been
gang-raped, by up to six men.

One of the women had a baby tied to her waist.
She had been attacked while trying to prevent her
daughter from being raped. In the ensuing
struggle, the attackers broke her husband's hand.

| dared to ask if this child, no more than several
weeks old, was the result of that rape. But she told
me the attack had taken place when he was a
month old.

Another of the rape victims said, somewhat

aggressively, that she was always telling outsiders
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about the sexual abuse she had suffered - and
that it did not make any difference to her
situation.

However, she relented and spoke to me with quiet
hatred of the six men who had not only raped but
had also stabbed her. She showed me what she
said were stab wounds on her limbs and forehead.

These were brave women speaking out. | cannot
identify them in any way - nor can | give their
exact location for fear of reprisals against them.
Continue reading the main story

Our conversation was interrupted by an irate
policeman who was uncomfortable with them
telling their stories to the outside world.

Sex attacks against internally displaced women in
such camps take place with impunity for the
attackers.

The women are far from their homes in the south
and central parts of Somalia like Mogadishu,
where the fighting is worst.

They may not be in danger of dying from a bullet
but in the camps they lack the protection of the
male members of their clans and so are seen as

easy prey.
100



RURIRTIRNTROU I o< oo | . aill

'Police collusion'

Roberta Russo from the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees works with young Somali
women who are victims of rape. She told me the
perpetrators are all too frequently young men in
the towns surrounding the camp.

The only way some of these young women can
earn a few cents a day is collecting rubbish.

"The internally displaced girls often have to go far
away to isolated places where men attack them,"
Ms Russo tells me.

A prominent campaigner against sex attacks
talked to me passionately and with commitment
about the difficulties of bringing prosecutions
against the perpetrators.

There are not enough police and frankly, she said,
the police sometimes colluded in the attacks or
carried them out themselves.

She was a brave, highly educated and intelligent
woman - feisty, but not foolish enough to talk to
me openly about the extent and nature of this
problem.
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When | asked why, she motioned with her hand
across her throat - there was no question she
could lose her life if she made her comments in
public.

Part of the culture

IDP camp in Gaalkacyo, northern Somalia Women
have none of the traditional clan protection once
they have fled to the camps

Gender-based violence - referred to as GBV by the
UN and other international organisations - is one of
the ugliest aspects of a 20-year conflict in Somalia
that has seen 1.5 million people internally
displaced within the country's borders.

Another 670,000 have fled abroad, mainly to
Somalia's East African neighbours.

In 2010 alone, more than 300,000 Somalis have
fled fighting between the Western-backed
Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and al-
Shabab militants with links to al-Qaeda.

The women's rights campaigner becomes even
more animated when | ask if rape has become
ingrained.

Somalia, she tells me, never used to be like this. If
the husbands, brothers, fathers say nothing, then

it becomes a culture.
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In the past, there was a culture of looking after the
victim. A generation of fighting, she said, had shut
down all community spirit.

1H ]I 1T PN]|

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Amisom Apologizes to Shabelle for
Destroying Part of Its Building

14 December 201

Mogadishu — One day after an AMISOM tank
rammed ito Shabelle building, Major Barigye Ba-
Hoku, the spokesman of African Union
peacekeepers in Somalia took his apology for the
damage they inflicted on the award winning
Shabelle radio.

Yesterday at approximately 1800 hrs, an AMISOM
tank, returning to AMISOM Headquarters for
routine servicing, accidentally rammed into the
perimeter wall surrounding the headquarters of
the award winning Radio Shabelle in Mogadishu.

Following the incident, and in accordance with
AMISOM regulations,the tank and AMISOM soldiers
left the scene and immediately reported the

incident to the commanding officer.
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Initial reports indicate that this was nothing more
than a common road accident but AMISOM is
investigating the circumstances surrounding the
accident.

A team has today been deployed to the site of the
incident to make an assessment of the damage
caused for the purpose of making good the
damage.

The Monitor

Amisom peace keepers keep watch on top of a
building that houses the Out Patient’s Department
of the Amisom medical unit in Mogadishu.

AMISOM sincerely apologizes to the management
of Radio Shabelle for the accident and assures all
residents of Mogadishu of its continuing
commitment to respecting the rights and property
of all.

AMISOM spokesman, Major BB said: "This is one of
those embarrassing moments that happens in
these situations. Thankfully nobody was hurt or
injured and AMISOM will have the perimeter
repaired as quickly as possible so that the security
around such an important and valued radio station

Is restored.
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"AMISOM remains a fierce protector of an
independent media in Mogadishu and Somalia and
the media in Mogadishu know that we are right
behind them."

Separately, AMISOM forces on Tuesday afternoon
offered Shabelle administration military barriers,
putting it around the broken perimeter of Radio
building.

el Jlaoll

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: UK Announces Emergency
Humanitarian Assistance for Country

15 December 2010

Nairobi — The British government is to provide
food, water, shelter and urgent medical assistance
for hundreds of thousands of Somalis affected by
drought, flood and conflict - including those forced
to flee their homes as a result of violence.

Nearly 1.5 million people in Somalia have been
displaced by violence in recent years. The UN
estimate that 2 million people - more than a
quarter of the entire population - are in need of

emergency aid.
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The UK Government said it will provide emergency
assistance to treat acute malnutrition in over
65,000 children, provide food aid to 8,600 people
and tents and shelter for 8,000 households.

Safe drinking water to 93,000 people and improve
hygiene conditions for over 250,000 people to
help prevent diseases.

And ti will prepare access to basic healthcare for
more than 120,000 people, 13,000 pregnant
women and essential vaccinations to over 300,000
children and 134,000 women of child bearing age.

International Development Minister, Stephen
O'Brien said: 'The people of Somalia are suffering
dreadfully as a direct result of extreme poverty
exacerbated by extreme violence. We will not turn
a blind eye to this suffering.

'‘Over the next year more than 700,000 of the
most vulnerable Somalis will benefit from
emergency UK aid. We will provide food, clean
drinking water and vital medical supplies to
starving children and pregnant or breastfeeding
women.

‘The UK Government fully recognises the

challenges and tremendous dedication of
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humanitarian staff delivering life-saving aid in
Somalia.

'‘Our position is clear; the neutrality, independence
and impartiality of humanitarian assistance must
be respected. Unhindered access must be allowed
for humanitarian agencies and people in need.’

In December the UN launched a new humanitarian
appeal for Somalia. The UK government confirmed
its assistance following a meeting with the UN
Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia in London
today.

Ll Jeoll

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: DBG Director - TFG's Ban On
Agencies' Irresponsible

15 December 201

Mogadishu — Omar Olad Ahmed, the director of
DBG, one of the aid agencies operating in and
around the Somalia capital Mogadishu has
Wednesday expressed irresponsibility to a
statement from TFG minister who announced
charity agencies to be banned.

DBG helps feeble displaced people from the

clashes in the capital and more other people
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affected by the droughts in between Mogadishu
and Afgoi town of Lower Shabelle region in
southern Somalia.

Abdirahman Yusuf Farah, the deputy minister of
the petrol and minerals said that more of the aid
agencies including DGB had been forbidden
working in Somalia though the minister had
apologized to the agencies on Wednesday.

Mr. Omar said that it was unfortunate statement
that it was not expected from government official
whom he said they served for the thousands of
displaced civilians experiencing difficulties in the
outskirts of Mogadishu.

"We are supporting to those who are able to get
food, water and basic things for the human life
indeed. Our aim is to support the weak people. We
used to do more things for the people and will
never stop providng aid support to the people at
all," said the director of DBG

DBG continued providing water and helping the
IDPs since 2007. The agency supplied 864 barrels
of water to the displaced families only in 2010 that
were in need of help

The statement from the DBG comes a day after

the deputy minister of minerals expressed
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disappointment to his first statement on banning
the aid agencies operating in Somalia.

touoladl  Jlaoll

Garowe Online (Garowe)
Somalia: Dawn Battle Erupts in Mogadishu

14 December 2010

Heavy fighting between Al-Shabab fighters and
the Somali government soldiers gaining military
support from the African Union troops iIn
Mogadishu has on Tuesday morning commenced
at Hodan district in Mogadishu, Radio Garowe
reports.

The fighting has started at 5:45am local time and
subsided at 6:50am, and instantly after it has
subsided, it has affected the few remaining
residents of Hodan district, and eyes could catch
them carrying few of their belongings over their
heads, while their young children were closely
following the foot steps of their parents.

Radio Garowe met on the way a mother who has
shortened her name as Halima alone due to some
security reasons, carrying some of her households
on her head, carrying an infant on her back and

two other children trailing behind her.
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"My name is Halima, and as you can see | am
fleeing from Hodan district, and | am rushing to
where | think | and my children can stay safe, my
children are orphan and | have no father to take
care of them, | maintain my life and those of my
children through begging my fellow Muslim
brothers" said Halima speaking to Radio Garowe.

The Islamist insurgent faction of Al-Shabab has
been since on Sunday carrying out sequence of
attacks, against the Somali government soldiers
and those of the African Union troops.

Al-Shababs is determined to cut off Maka-
Almukarama which is the only street in Mogadishu
where the Somali government officials and the
African Union troops use for their especial
purposes, such as going to the airport and other
military bases.

A Somali government noncommissioned officer at
the frontline has told the press that they had the
upper hand in the battle.

"In fact we have been alert expecting that these
evil fighters will be carrying out attacks at
anytime, but their expectations never worked, and
we reached as far as where they have dug
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trenches" said Abdikadir Abdullah a
noncommissioned Somali military officer

The various medical sources in Mogadishu are
verifying that in the last couple of days they are
receiving multiple of people who were caught
between these battling rivals.

to bl Jlaodl

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Puntland Arrests Al Shabaab
Suspected Elements

15 December 2010

Bosaso — One day after the semi-autonomous
region of Somalia's Puntland apprehended more
than one hundred people in a bid to prevent the
repeated insecurity in those regions, officials from
Puntland security forces on Wednesday proclaimed
they had arrested a number of Al shabaab linked
suspects.

Awil Osman better known as "llka Dahab",
Puntland police officer, told the local press that

their security forces detained more suspected
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elements, whom have been accused of having
links with Al shabaab fighters, who battle in
southern Somalia.

Mr. Osman denied they targeted displaced people
from southern Somalia during yesterday's crack
down in Puntland's commercial town of Bosaso.

The security officer didn't clarify the identity of the
suspects.

On Tuesday, some 130 people were taken into
custody by Somalia's Puntland security forces
after search operations assuring the security of
Puntland's port town of Bosaso.

Locals said old men and women were among the
arrested.

For the last few weeks Puntland forces were busy
in conducting operations in which they want to
stabilize and tackle the rampant insecurity that hit
in the areas under Puntland authorities.

Ll Jlaoll

New Vision (Kampala)
Uganda: 900 Somali Soldiers Pass Out in

Training School
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Abdulkarim Ssengendo
15 December 201

OVER 900 Somali soldiers trained in Uganda were
passed out yesterday at Bihanga Army Training
School in Ibanda district.

The group will this week rejoin the Somalia
Transitional Federal Government forces tasked
with restoring peace in the country.

Somalia's first deputy prime minister and minister
of defense Abdul-Hakim Mohamed and Dr. Crispus
Kiyonga, Uganda's defence minister, officiated at
the function.

Out of the 907 soldiers who were passed out, 21
were trained officers and 170 as non-
commissioned officers. Only seven trainees were
females.

The Somalis trained alongside 119 Ugandans.

The colourful ceremony was also attended by the
UPDF commander of land forces, Lt. Gen. Katumba
Wamala, the European Union (EU) ambassador
and head of delegation to Uganda, Vincent De

Visscher and Kampla-based France, Burundi,
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Somalia, UK, Belgium, Italy and Netherlands
envoys.

This was the third graduation ceremony for Somali
soldiers trained in Uganda. The first group had 558
soldiers, while the second had 713, according to
Katumba.

He said the trainees had been given tough military
skills, including drills, tactics, weapons and health
and character training.

"We have given you a strong force, which has
gone through rigorous training. Please do not use
them as your personal bodyguards,"” he said.

Hakim, commended the Government of Uganda
and EU for their efforts towards bringing peace to
Somalia.

"We are proud of these Uganda-trained soldiers
and we believe they will strengthen our force and
fight the al-Shabaab," he said.

Hakim, however, said they needed about three to
five battalions to form a strong force for Somalia.
The Dbattalions, he added, should be trained
outside Somalia.
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Kiyonga reaffirmed Uganda's commitment to
bringing peace to Somalia, saying since Uganda
got peace by the help of the former Tanzania
president, Julius Nyerere, and the Tanzanian army,
they would use the same approach to help
Somalia.

Meanwhile, De Visscher, said 1,000 Somali soldiers
would be trained in Uganda next year.

He commended President Yoweri Museveni and
the governments of Uganda and Burundi, other
leaders in the region and African Union (AU) force
in Somalia for their political commitment towards
restoring peace and stability in Somalia.

The EU, he said, committed 215 million euros for
development assistance to Somalia for the period
between 2008 and 2013 and that the stability for
Somalia and Africa was their priority.

He thanked the Government for offering a place
where Somali soldiers trained and said the EU
would soon provide water and sanitation facilities
to all areas surrounding Bihanga.

Museveni recently visited Mogadishu to inspect
the Uganda peacekeepers of the African Union
troops. Uganda has about 4,500 troops in Somalia.
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During the visit, he appealed for more
international support to bolster the AU force.

Two hard-line Islamist insurgent groups control
part of Mogadishu and much of southern and
central Somalia. The AU troops have so far
prevented the rebels from toppling the weak
government by defending key sites.

t oLl Jlaall

The Monitor (Kampala)
Uganda: 1000 Somali Soldiers Passed Out At
Bihanga Military Training School

John Njoroge
15 December 201

1000 Somali soldiers trained by the officers from
the Uganda Peoples Defences Forces (UPDF) and
senior military officers from 27 European Union
countries are have been passed out today at
Bihanga military training school in Western
Uganda.
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The soldiers expected to provide the core of
officers and men of a new Somali army are
expected to provide the much needed boost to the
fragile Transitional Federal Government (TFG) in
Mogadishu.

The TFG which is facing ever increasing attacks
from a viscious Al-Shabaab attack is being kept in
place by some 7500 African Union peacekeeping
(Amisom) force. Uganda contributes about 5000 of
the peacekeepers.

Chief guest at the pass out was newly appointed
Somali Deputy Prime Minister who also doubles as
minister of Defence Abdul hakim Mohammed Faqi.
He is accompanied by the Ambassador. Sayid
Dalur, Amb Mul Katende, Gen Ahmed Mohammed
Abdulahi and Gen. Mohammed Sheikh.

Also present are Uganda's Defence Minister
Crispus Kiyonga, Land Forces Commander Gen
Katumba Wamala, Army spokesperson Lt. Col Felix
Kulayigye, EU Amb. Vincent De Visccher of the
European Union Comission in Uganda as well as
top diplomats from a host of other European
capitals.

This is the first group of officers and foot soldiers

to be passed out from Bihanga Training School.
117



RURIRTIRNTROU I o< oo | . aill

This facility was set up early this year to train TGF
Officers and foot soldiers in a bid to boost the
military capability of war tone Somalia which has
been at war for the last 21 years.

Ll Jleoli

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: 10 Killed in Mogadishu Overnight
Fighting

16 December 2010

At least 10 people have been killed and dozens
more injured in Mogadishu heavy battle between
Al shabaab and Somali government forces, Ahlus
Sunna fighters supported by African union peace
keepers, witnesses said Thursday.

Local dwellers told Shabelle, a local radio station
in Mogadishu, the fighting commenced with heavy
gun-battle which rocked parts of the sea side
capital Mogadishu.

They stated that the fighting broke out after Al
shabaab fighters attacked several military
positions of AMISOM, government and Ahlu Sunna
in the capital.

118



RURIRTIRNTROU I o< oo | . aill

Most of the fighting took place in the
neighborhoods of Siigaale and Taleeh in Hodan
district.

No comments about the combat were immediately
available fro government, AMISOM and Al shabaab
movement.

Mogadishu health officials said all the victims were
civilian people hit by cross fire and haphazard
shell.

uladl  Jlooll

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Ahlu Sunna Claims Victory in
Mogadishu Overnight Battle

16 December 2010

Mogadishu — As fierce Dbattle between
government forces backed by Ahlu Sunna
Waljama' fighters and Al shabaab movement; Ahlu
Sunna on Thursday claimed victory over fighting
that erupted in Mogadishu's Hodan district last
night.

Omar Mo'allim Nur, Ahlu Sunna Waljama'
commander for Banadir region said they killed a
number of al shabaab fighters in overnight battle.
He didn't specify the number of slain fighters.
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Nur noted that Al shabaab fighters launched
attacks on their military bases in the capital city,
adding the repulsed and inflict them uncountable
severe loses.

Locals said that heavy gun battle and artillery
shell could be heard from Wednesday night to
Thursday morning.

Some bombardments, which the two sides were
exchanging hit very far away from war-zones,
according to the residents.

There had been no independent sources from Ahlu
Sunna statement.

No immediate comments about the fighting were
found from al shabaab so far.

e Soladl  Jlooll

Reporters sans Frontieres (Paris)
Somalia: NUSOJ Annual Report Focuses On
Journalists' Precarious Working Conditions

16 December 2010
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The National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSQOJ), a
Reporters Without Borders partner organization,
has just published its annual report on the
situation of journalists in Somalia.

The report's title says it all: "The Untold Tales of
Deep Misery, Somali Journalists and their
Precarious Work." It describes the countless
problems and obstacles that journalists must deal
with every day in their work, including political
chaos, armed clashes, gender inequality and
poverty.

Aside from the physical dangers - Somalia is
Africa's deadliest country for the media, with three
journalists killed in 2010 - the report emphasizes
the precarious working conditions for journalists,
the violation of their labour rights, the lack of
decent remuneration and the growing corruption
within the media.

Released on 10 December, the report concludes
by making recommendations to the Somali
government, the authorities in the semi-
autonomous northeastern region of Puntland, the
authorities in the breakaway northwestern
territory of Somaliland, media owners, the
International Labour Organization and Somalia's
journalists themselves.
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Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Al Shabaab Takes Over Region From
Hizbul Islam

14 December 2010

Afgoye — Reports from Toratorow, a village in
lower Shabelle region in southern Somalia, say
that Hizbul Islam fighters overnight deserted parts
of that region.

Harakat Al shabaab are reported to have
peacefully seized parts of Lower Shabelle where
Hizbul Islam had been controlling for the last two
years.

This incident followed days of fighting which rival
Islamists Al shabaab and Hizbul Islam had been
struggling over the control of Bur-hakaba, a
district about 110 KM southwest of Somalia's
capital Mogadishu.

The villages of Furugley, Farsooley and Dugulle in
lower Shabelle region have also fallen in the hands
of Al shabaab, according to local residents.

Tense situation is, right now, reported from Afgoye,

one of the last Hizbul Islam controlled areas in the
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region as Al shabaab fighters are approaching the
town about 30 KM southwest of Mogadishu.

Some critics say that is part of al shabaab moves
to revolve its administration all the regions in
southern and central Somalia.

Separately, Hizbul Islam Islamist organization on
Monday have taken into a custody in Afgoye town
a number of its officials connection with
collaborating with Al shabaab.

piae el Jlaoll

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Yemen Chairs Friends Meeting in
Geneva

Sh. M. Network

16 December 201

Geneva — Somalia Friends Group led by Yemen
permanent representative to the UN in Geneva
Ibrahim al-Adoufi has held a meeting on
humanitarian needs of Somalia.

The meeting discussed the possibility of holding
periodic events to consider needs of Somalia and

its neighboring countries that are shouldering
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burdens of the difficult humanitarian condition due
to the unstable situation in Somalia.

In their meeting, the friends of Somalia affirmed
the importance of exerting more efforts to provide
the necessary aids through contacting with the
international organization working in Somalia.

Somalia Friends Group is a relief and development
initiative in response to necessary humanitarian
intervention in Somalia to bring about changes
from within promoting economic and social justice.

It includes Yemen, Somalia, Italy, USA, Britain,
UAE, Norway, Ethiopia, Djibouti and Australia.

Ll Jleoli

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Clashes, Shelling Broke Out Iin
Mogadishu

Sh. M. Network

16 December 2010

Mogadishu — Heavy fighting with bitter shelling
between the transitional government of Somalia
backing by the African Union troops AMISOM broke
out in parts of the Somali capital Mogadishu on

Thursday according to witnesses.
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The fighting started at the war zones in Hodan and
Hawl-wadag districts in Mogadishu as the Islamist
fighters attacked bases of the transitional
government soldiers and AMISOM in the areas,
killing 6, while many others wounded during the
clashes between the two sides.

Witnesses said that AMISOM targeted shelling to
Bakara market while several people killed,
wounding other, but Major Barigye Bahuko, the
spokesman of AMISOM had denied the allegations
that AMISOM shelled to Bakara market.

Al-shabab spokesman claimed victory over
fighting in north Mogadishu adding that they had
seized military bases of AMISOM and transitional
government troops in north of the capital
Mogadishu.

Health officials said that more wounded civilians

were rushed to Medina hospital in south of the
capital Mogadishu.

it guolxadl Jlooll

Garowe Online (Garowe)
Somalia: 20 Killed, 35 Wounded in
Mogadishu Attacks
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17 December 201

At least 20 people were killed in Somalia's capital
Mogadishu in violence between the country's UN-
backed Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and
Al Qaeda-linked insurgents, Radio Garowe reports.

The fighting started Wednesday night and
continued into Thursday morning, with witnesses
reporting that at least 8 people killed and 10
wounded in Mogadishu's Bakara Market, which has
been a major insurgent stronghold since 2007.

African Union peacekeepers (AMISOM), who are
backing TFG forces in Mogadishu, reportedly
responded with artillery shells on insurgent
positions after Al Shabaab fighters attacked
AMISOM troops based along the key Maka Al
Mukarrama Road used by government officials.

Sheikh  Abdiaziz Abu Musab, Al Shabaab
insurgents' military spokesman, claimed that the
insurgents "killed a number of AMISOM soldiers"
but he did not provide any specific details at a
press conference in Mogadishu.

AMISOM commanders contacted by Somali media
declined to comment on the fighting, which
Mogadishu locals described as "the worst fighting"

since Ramadan month when over 1,000 people
126



RURIRTIRNTROU I o< oo | . aill

were killed in Mogadishu attacks, including
hundreds of insurgents.

Mogadishu is home to an 8,000-strong AU
peacekeeping force, which protects TFG
institutions including the presidential palace, the
seaport and the airport.

But insurgents control vast regions in south-
central Somalia, including many districts in
Mogadishu where they launch daily attacks on AU
and TFG locations.

it gwoluldl  Jlaoll
habelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Local MP - Amisom Came to Nation
to Devastate Mogadishu

17 December 201

Mogadishu — Somali parliamentarian on Friday
condemned African Union peace keepers of
excessively bombarding the residential

neighborhoods in Somalia's capital Mogadishu.

Abdulkadir Nur Arale, Somali MP, told reporters in
Mogadishu that AMISOM forces had come to
Somalia to destroy Mogadishu according to their
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haphazard shelling in many parts of sea-side city
of Mogadishu.

In his point of view, Arale suggested to Somali
transitional federal parliament to review the
mandate, which AU forces came to Somalia,
particularly, Mogadishu, adding the military
convention that AMISIOM battling is not a way to
defend Somali government from powerful Islamist
insurgents.

He described AMISOM's daily shelling as an action
against its mandate in Somalia, calling
Mohammed Abdullahi Mohammed, Somalia's
newly nominated Prime Minister to intervene these
routine issues.

The MP's condemnation comes one day after
AMISIOM barrages claimed the lives of at more
than 15 people and injured 30 others in Al
shabaab controlled Bakaara market which is very
densely populated.

Ludl Jlaoll

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Locals Forcibly Deported from
Saudi Land at Mogadishu
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17 December 20

Some 150 Somali young people Friday landed at
Mogadishu international airport after the kingdom
of Saudi Arabia forcibly deported them back to
Somalia.

Mohammed Abdulkadir Ali, one of the deportees,
told Shabelle radio in Mogadishu airport that Saudi
security forces captured him along with other
Somalis while he was in Jeddah. Ali commented
that he firstly move from Bosaso, the commercial
town of Somalia's Puntland to Djibouti in an
attempt to reach Yemen.

He pointed out that he had got into hazardous trip
between Djibouti and Yemen to touch once the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia to get better life that he
had in war-devastated Somalia. Ali said during the
trip to Yemen, a number of his colleagues died
after drowning in the sharks filled red sea.

Refugees from Somalia and Ethiopia, who died in
the water between Somalia and Yemen, are
countless. lllegal migrants are still pouring into
Puntland to start dangerous travel from to Somalia
coast to Yemen and then Saudi Arabia after
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hazardous trip with the aim of getting a better life
than he had in Somalia or Ethiopia.

e olll Jlaoll

Shabelle Media Network (Mogadishu)
Somalia: Amisom - Our Forces Don't Shell
Bakaara Market

17 December 2010

Maj. Barigye Ba-Hoku, the spokesman for African
Union peacekeepers in Somalia on Friday denied
their forces had shelled Bakaara, very populated
market in southern part of Somalia's capital
Mogadishu.

The denial of AMISOM comes one day after their
force excessively shelled Mogadishu's Bakaara
market with heavy artillery weapons and that
claimed the lives of many civilians.

The spokesman stressed there is no an AMISOM
soldier or officer, who had been allowed to strike
the heavily peopled Bakaara market.

Mr. Ba-Hoku said they had inflicted severe heavy
loses on Al shabaab in the last Mogadishu battles,
adding that they killed dozens of what he called

extremist elements.
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Bakaara is a place which people come to shop and
make businesses; he was quoted by Shabelle
Radio as saying.

AMISOM shelling to the market on Thursday killed
more than 15 people and wounded 30 others. All
killed or wounded in al shabaab controlled
Bakaara areas were innocent civilian people,
according to witnesses.

Ll Jleoli

Garowe Online (Garowe)
Somalia: 1st National Sports Tournament in
23 Years Opens in Puntiand

18 December 2010

The first national sports tournament held inside
Somalia in 23 years opened in the northern stable
state of Puntland on Wednesday, Radio Garowe
reports.

The football tournament is between teams

representing 15 regions, including five regions
within Puntland.
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The team regions are as follows: Bari (Bossaso),
Nugaal, Sool, Sanaag, Mudug (Galkayo), Galgadud,
Hiraan (Beledweyne), Bay (Baidoa), Bakool, Gedo,
Lower Shabelle (Marka), Middle Shabelle (Jowhar),
Banadir (Mogadishu), Middle Jubba, and Lower
Jubba (Kismayo).

Crowds welcome Puntland leader at Garowe
airport on Dec. 15

Out of Somalia's pre-1991 administrative regions
which were 18 in number, only three regions
(Togdher [Burao], Northwest [Hargeisa] and Awdal
[Borame]) did not participate because of internal
pressure by Somaliland's separatist government.

There were reports that a team from Gabiley, near
Somaliland capital of Hargeisa, attempted to
sneak out of Somaliland to attend the football
tournament in Puntland, but were seized by
Somaliland police, according to football sources.

The tournament is being organized by Somali
Football Federation and hosted by the government
of Puntland through its wvarious institutions,
including Ministry of Labor and Sports, Garowe
municipal council and Nugal regional
administration.
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The president of Puntland government attended
the opening ceremony in Garowe, the capital of
Puntland.

Dr. Abdirahman Mohamed Mohamud (Farole)
returned from a weeks-long overseas trip to
Kenya, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates on
Wednesday. Later that same afternoon, President
Farole gave the opening address to a 15,000-
strong crowd that cheered on their respective
teams.

The event opened with a recitation of Qur'an
verses, followed by a series of poems, songs, and
speeches. The 15 uniformed teams walked across
the field waving to chanting crowds, as musical
bands played trumpets and other instruments in
the backgrounds.

Puntland officials including the Minister of Labor
and Sports offered speeches and finally President
Farole to the microphone.

"| am very happy to be here today to attend this
historic tournament. This event is all about
bringing together the Somali people to strengthen
social interactions," Puntland's leader said, adding:
"It's about youth interacting with youth, women
interacting with women, and elders interacting

with elders."
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President Farole's speech was devoid of any
political messaging and he repeatedly stressed the
need for the Somali people to forgive each other
and to interact for the common interests of peace,
justice and progress.

The first match was between the host region of
Nugal region vs. and Lower Shabelle region, with
Nugal region defeating their opponents 1 to 0.

Mire Aware Stadium in Garowe has been filled to
capacity each match, with hundreds of people
more lining up outside seeking tickets.

Each day, there are two matches held until the
different groups eliminate each other in the build
up to the finals. There is much excitement in
Garowe as hundreds of supporters pour into the
city each day to support their teams.

On Friday, Middle Shabelle region defeated Bakool
region 3 to 1 goals.

On Saturday, there was an exciting match
between Lower Jubba and Bay regions, which
ended in a 3-3 tie.

Somalia's last national government collapsed in

1991, when the country underwent tremendous
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socio-economic and political changes. Puntland,
located in the country's northeast, has been
relatively stable and free of the conflict-ridden
south, where insurgents are attempting to
overthrow the country's weak Western-backed TFG
administration in Mogadishu.

Many Somalis hope that the sports tournement will
bring back the euphoria of brotherhood and
nationhood, and the people of Puntland have
expressed their desire to bring the Somali people
together.

Somali media organizations, including Universal
TV, have broadcasted the sports to Somali
households in all corners of the country, East
Africa region and around the world.

| Jlaoll

Garowe Online (Garowe)
Somalia: Al Shabaab Leaders Condemn Each
Other Publicly

18 December 2010

A months-long dispute among senior members of
Somali insurgent group Al Shabaab took a worse
turn Saturday when a senior commander
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condemned the group's top chief, Radio Garowe
reports.

Sheikh Fuad Mohamed Khalaf "Shongole" gave a
publicly address at a mosque in Mogadishu's
Bakara Market, saying that Al Shabaab chief
Ahmed Abdi Godane alias Sheikh Muktar
Abdirahman Abu-Zubeyr has "hidden agendas."

"A leader is he who addresses his people and
leads his people towards all good things, but
fighting everyone is not part of the solution,"”
Shongole said.

Local sources report that the dispute among Al
Shabaab's top leaders intensified earlier this
month when Al Shabaab insurgents attacked and
seized Burhakaba town, located in Bay region
northwest of Mogadishu.

Upwards of 30 people were killed in the clashes
between Al Shabaab and Hizbul Islam insurgent
factions. Burhakaba had previously been under the
control of Hizbul Islam, a group led by Islamist
hardliner Sheikh Hassan Dahir Aweys.

"The fighting in Burhakaba was not jihad, because
its haram [prohibited] for a Muslim person to Kkill
another Muslim person and then brag about it,"

Shongole said publicly at the mosque.
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Insiders say Shongole is allied to Al Shabaab's
deputy commander, Sheikh Muktar Robow "Abu
Mansur," a native of Bay region. Godane, Al
Shabaab's top chief, is a native in northwestern
Somalia separatist region of Somaliland and has
no population base in southern Somalia.

This is the first time that a senior member of Al
Shabaab has publicly condemned Godane, thereby
publicly revealing the fractures that occurred
within the group since September fighting when
upwards of 800 Al Shabaab fighters were killed in
Mogadishu clashes with African Union-backed
Somali government forces.

Abu Mansur was reportedly angered by the
massive losses suffered by Al Shabaab, but his
dispute with Godane briefly disappeared from the
public until Shongole's public comments.

The U.S. government designated Al Shabaab as a
terrorist organization in early 2008, subsequently
followed by other Western powers including
Australia.

LinS, asoladl taoVl wVlasll.
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Kenya: Top Politicians Accused of Crimes
Against Humanity

Tami Hultman
15 December 2010

Nairobi — International Criminal Court (ICC)
prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo has named six
people as major perpetrators of ethnic-based
“crimes against humanity,” including rape, murder
and land seizures in post election violence in 2007
and 2008.

Water Minister Charity Ngilu, speaking outside
Parliament, told Nation television that this is a sad
day for Kenya, with six prominent politicians
accused of instigating and financing the violence.

The six are member of parliament William Ruto,
Finance Minister Uhuru Kenyatta, Henry Kosgey,
the minister responsible for industrialization,
journalist Joshua Arap Sang', civil service head
Francis Muthaura and Major General (retired)
Hussein Ali, the former police commissioner.

The violence - which included an incident in which
a group of mostly women and children were
burned to death after taking refuge in a church in
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the town of Eldoret - followed disputed elections in
late 2007.

Nation

Finance Minister Uhuru Kenyatta, son of Kenya's
founding president, left, and suspended minister
William Ruto are among leaders international
prosecutors want to charge.

The prosecutor has asked for summonses for the
suspects, rather than requesting arrest warrants.
While ICC judges weigh the evidence presented,
the six people named are expected to be free
pending the court’s decision. Ocampo has insisted
that they must comply with any requests by ICC
jurists and must attend hearings and post bond if
and when asked.

The ICC took up the case after Kenyan legislators
rejected attempts by some lawmakers to convene
a tribunal in Kenya to investigate the unrest that
plunged Kenya into chaos and killed 1,300 people.
Non-governmental organizations pressed
unsuccessfully for Kenya to institute legal and
other measures to hold to account those
responsible for organizing the violence.

Former United Nations Secretary General Kofi

Annan, in Nairobi for a conference hosted by his
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foundation early in December, said that Kenya has
done too little to bring perpetrators of the brutal
violence to justice. "Impunity is a major problem,"
he said.

“While steps have been taken to address the root
causes of the post-election violence, too little has
been done to bring the perpetrators to justice,”
Annan told political leaders and human rights
groups at a conference.

Those named included members of both parties in
the coalition government, which was cobbled
together with international support as part of an
attempt to restore peace and stability in the east
African nation.

Kenyan authorities intensified security at key
points around the country, particularly in the
constituencies of politicians expected to be on the
list. But numerous civil society organizations said
they hoped and expected that Kenyans had put
such violent responses into the past and are
focused on implementation of thorough reforms
mandated by the new constitution ahead of new
elections scheduled for 2012.

tsslidl Jlaall

The Nation (Nairobi)
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Kenya: MPs Banned From U.S. Over
Charterhouse

Walter Menya

18 December 201

Nairobi — The US has slapped a blanket ban on up
to 11 MPs who are members of the House Finance,
Trade and Planning Committee.

The ban comes hot on the heels of a report the
committee tabled -- and which was passed in
Parliament -- that cleared Charterhouse Bank and
called for its re-opening.

The Sunday Nation learned on Saturday that one
of the MPs was turned back at the Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport in Nairobi when he attempted
to travel to the US about three weeks ago.

A US State Department official who spoke on
condition of anonymity could not confirm or deny
the incident, stating that they do not discuss
individual cases with the media.

In Nairobi, the US ambassador to Kenya Michael

Ranneberger could also not be drawn into the
matter.
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"I don't know," was Mr Ranneberger's response
when the Sunday Nation telephoned him.

"Where did you get the information? | am not
going to comment on that," the ambassador said.

The affected MPs are believed to be members of
the House Finance, Trade and Planning Committee
that has been investigating the Charterhouse Bank
affair.

Gem MP Jakoyo Midiwo, a member of the
committee, confirmed yesterday that he was
aware that "up to six MPs have had their visas
revoked."

"I am aware one of us was denied a visa to the US
about one to two weeks ago," the MP said.

Two weeks ago, they tabled their report that said
that Charterhouse Bank be reopened.

Mr Ranneberger has insisted that the bank should
remain closed and be investigated for money
laundering.

The Kenya Anti-Corruption Commission director
Patrick Lumumba has also said the anti-graft
agency has additional, but not necessarily new,
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information on the bank, which it has used to re-
open the file on its investigation.

Prof Lumumba spoke when he appeared before the
committee chaired by Nambale MP Chris Okemo in
October.

He said it would be necessary for the bank to
remain closed so that investigations are not
interfered with and chances of evidence being
hidden are reduced.

"It is safer to keep the bank closed... it would be
neater that way," said Dr Lumumba at the
committee's hearings over the bank closed in June
2006.

However, Mr Midiwo retorted that it would be
wrong for the KACC boss to vouch for the bank's
closure despite the fact it has gone beyond the
period stipulated in the Banking Act, which is one
year, and a provision to extend by another.

"You know there have been previous attempts to
disband your commission, but we have refused
them. We need you and we can only keep you if
you keep acting within the law," said Mr Midiwo
back then.
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Kibwezi MP Philip Kaloki, also a member of the
committee, said the particular member was
actually turned back at the airport when he tried
to board a flight to the US.

The US policy usually requires informing and
furnishing airlines with details of people banned
from their country.

Mr Midiwo, the coalition government's chief whip,
said he was yet to receive any communication
from the US embassy.

"I have heard something to that effect (visa
revocation) but | have not got any communication
on the same myself," he said. He added that he
was least bothered about the US visa. "My
conscience is clear and | am least worried because
| have not stolen anything from Kenyans or
America," the Gem legislator said.

When contacted, Mr Okemo who is on a trip to the
United Kingdom, said he was yet to receive a
letter informing him of the decision banning him
from travelling to the US.

"If the embassy has anything then | will probably
get it when | come back," said the Nambale MP
without giving any indication when he would be
back.
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Yatta MP Charles Kilonzo, another member of the
committee, who had presented a petition to
Parliament to have the bank reopened on behalf of
some 35 depositors, yesterday said he was aware
the US government had made a move to deny the
entire membership of the committee visas.

"I am told that the entire finance committee has
been slapped with the ban," the legislator said.

Like his colleagues, he was defiant that the ban
was no big deal to him.

"Ranneberger should stop thinking he can arm-
twist Kenyan leaders to sing the American tune,”
Mr Kilonzo who says he has never been to the US
in his entire 45 years charged.

red Ul Jla ol
Nairobi Star (Nairobi)
Kenya: Trial Start in May - Ocampo

Paul llado/Francis Mureithi

17 December 2010
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Nairobi — INTERNATIONAL Criminal Court chief
prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo yesterday said
the trial of the six post-election violence key
suspects could begin in May next year - if the
judges accept to issue summonses.

"| started this process by asking for summons for
these individuals to appear before the judges. My
role was to collect the evidence, and | did that.
Secondly | was to identify suspects. | have done
that as well.

Now it is upon the judges to decide, based on the
evidence, when to issue summons.

"Once the summonses are issued and if the
suspects agree to come to the Hague voluntarily,
we could do that in May next year," Ocampo told
BBC's Newshour programme.

Ocampo has issued applications to the Pre-Trial
Chamber seeking summonses for Head of Public
Service Francis Muthaura, Deputy Prime Minister
Uhuru Kenyatta, suspended Higher Education
minister William Ruto, Industrialisation minister
Henry Kosgey, Kass FM presenter Joshua arap
Sang, and former Police Commissioner Hussein Ali.
(Full text of the applications are to be found in an
eight-page pullout inside today's Star).
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All six suspects have insisted on their innocence
and promised to appear before ICC once the
summonses are issued.

The ICC Registrar yesterday advised the Star that
it intends to act expeditiously on the Kenyan case
but it does not have time limits.

"There is no time-limit within which the Chamber
must decide on the Prosecutor's applications for
summonses to appear against the six persons. The
Chamber will act expeditiously taking into
consideration the amount of documents to be
analysed," said the Registrar's statement.

The Registrar said the Chamber shall carefully
review Ocampo's evidence and will issue warrants
of arrest or summons(es) if it is satisfied that there
are reasonable grounds to believe that the crimes
alleged were committed.

"If the Chamber finds that the evidence provided
by the Prosecutor is not sufficient to meet the
reasonable grounds standard, it shall decline to
issue either warrants of arrest or summons(es) to
appear. The Prosecutor may thereafter re-apply if
he managed to secure new evidence in order to
meet the reasonable grounds standard," said the
ICC Registrar.
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Yesterday in Parliament Prime Minister Raila
Odinga came out fighting and insisted he never
intervened to have anyone included on Ocampo's
list of suspects.

Raila said it was wrong for some MPs to claim the
ICC process had been politicised to remove certain
individuals from the 2012 presidential race.

The PM issued a statement in Parliament
dismissing as gossip and cheap rumours the
accusation by Joshua Kuttuny (Cherangany) that
he had cajoled Kibaki to sign the agreement with
ICC last September.

In the agreement, Kenya committed itself to fully
cooperate with the ICC in prosecuting the suspects
of the post-election violence.

Raila said he was agonised that top leaders of
ODM are on the list.

Raila is ODM party Ileader, Industrialisation
minister Henry Kosgey is chairman while William
Ruto is still second deputy party leader.

"I am not the one who prepared the list, that is a
question that should be directed to Moreno
Ocampo not Raila Odinga," said the PM when
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asked why some names are on the list and others
are not.

MPs mainly from Rift Valley and Central have been
accusing Raila of politicising the ICC process to
remove Uhuru and Ruto from the 2012 race.

Raila said the same people who had shouted
"don't be vague, go for Hague" were the ones now
claiming some individuals were being fixed for
political reasons.

Raila reminded the House that he and Kibaki had
personally championed the Bill for a local tribunal
but it was rejected by the MPs.

"We did not invite Ocampo here, neither did
Ocampo invite himself here. He came here due to
our failure to set up a local tribunal," said Raila.

He reminded MPs that Chief Mediator and former
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan had pleaded with
them to establish a local tribunal advising that ICC
was not the best option.

Charles Keter (Belgut) demanded to know if Raila

was happy that the three on Ocampo's list from
ODM were all Kalenjin.
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Kangundo MP Johnstone Muthama asked Raila why
he was not on Ocampo's list.

"How come the person who issued instructions to
his people to demonstrate saying that his votes
had been stolen is not in the list? This is an issue
we want to be looked at extensively," said
Muthama.

Ll Jleoli

The Nation (Nairobi)
Kenya: Education Ministry Lost Sh318 Million
in Scandals

Walter Menya
16 December 2010

Nairobi — The Ministry of Education lost some
Sh318 million meant for free primary education
from 2005 to 2009 through dubious imprests and
outright fraud, a government audit report says.

This consists of Sh248 lost in June 2009, whose
discovery prompted an expanded audit.

The audit revealed an additional Sh70 million
relating to imprests, whose documentation is yet
to be provided.
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Initially, Finance minister Uhuru Kenyatta said the
Internal Audit Department (IAD) had determined
that Sh8.4 billion did not meet the forensic audit
test, but the figure has since been scaled down
after the Education ministry provided
documentation for Sh3.5 billion.

The report also found that Sh2.2 billion was lost
due to foreign exchange fluctuations while IAD
was also verifying the Sh1.9 billion that available
documentation indicates was part of the transfers
to schools.

Mr Kenyatta said the audit focused on 512 schools,
which, on the basis of risk assessment, accounted
for 75 per cent of the issues that required detailed
investigation.

However, the schools audited consist of under two
per cent of the 26,000 schools and institutions
that receive support under the Kenya Education
Sector Support Programme (Kessp).

"It is important that for the four- year period, the
funds appropriated to Kessp and which are the
subject of forensic audit amounted to Sh489
billion, made wup of S5Sh480.4 Dbillion being
Government of Kenya funds and Sh8.9 billion
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contribution from our development partners," Mr
Kenyatta said.

The |AD revelations have prompted the
international development groups that were
funding the Free Primary Education Programme to
call for prosecution of those responsible.

UK Secretary for International Development
Andrew Mitchell said the findings were "shocking
and completely unacceptable".

"We will go after every penny of British taxpayers'
money that has been stolen and those responsible
for fraud must be prosecuted through the Kenyan
courts.

"The British Government will not tolerate
corruption," said Mr Mitchell in a statement read
on his behalf by Alistair Fernie, the head of the
Department For International Development in
Kenya.

World Bank country director Johannes Zutt, who
read a joint statement by partners in the Joint
Financing Agreement for the Kenya Education
Sector Support Programme, said the donors were
"worried" about the extent of loss.

LJl Jlaoll
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The Nation (Nairobi)
Eritrea: Leader Says Zenawi Tried to
Assassinate Him, Wikileaks Reveals

Peter Leftie
17 December 201

Eritrean strongman Isaias Afeworki was nearly
assassinated while on his way back to Asmara
after a family holiday in Kenya, secret American
diplomatic cables have revealed.

The secret cables posted online by the
whistleblower website WikiLeaks accuse Ethiopian
leader Meles Zenawi, a one time ally of Afeworki in
Addis Ababa's struggle to overthrow Mengistu
Haile Mariam's dictatorial rule, for the failed
assassination attempt.

The classified cables, attributed to American
ambassador to Asmara, Ronald McMullen, claim
the 62-year-old Afeworki is an "austere and
narcissistic" dictator who believes Addis Ababa
and Washington harbour a plot to assassinate him
and hardly travels in a motorcade.

"He is paranoid and believes Ethiopian PM Meles
tried to kill him and that the United States will
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attempt to assassinate him," McMullen wrote to
his superiors in Washington on November 5, last
year.

The cables revisit an incident in 1996 when
President Zenawi offered one of his helicopters to
fly President Afeworki to Asmara, only for it to
burst into flames shortly after take off from Addis
Ababa. Fortunately, the pilot was able to turn back
and land safely in the Ethiopian capital, where a
livid Afeworki told Zenawi to his face that he had
plotted to kill him.

"Isaias and Meles, brothers in arms during the
1980s, are now blood enemies. Why? In 1996,
while returning from a vacation in Kenya, Isaias,
his family and his inner entourage stopped in
Addis, where Meles offered to fly them back to
Asmara in one of his aircraft," the cables report.

"Isaias accepted the offer; en route the aircraft
caught fire, but managed to turn back and land
safely in Addis. According to someone who was on
the aircraft, an infuriated Isaias accused Meles to
his face of trying to kill him and his family. Isaias
has not trusted Meles since, according to this
source," the story goes. The Eritrean leader also
believes the Americans are out to kill him by
bombing his residence.
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"Isaias thinks the United States will attempt to Kkill
him by missile strike at his residence in the city of
Massawa, according to late 2007 information from
the Force Commander of UNMEE (United Nations
Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea)," the US envoy told
his bosses in Washington. Afeworki's paranoia is
further demonstrated in his habits and
mannerisms.

"Isaias has an aversion to talking on the telephone
and frequently sleeps in different locations to foil a
coup or assassination attempt,"” the cables note.

"During the winter months he spends most of his
time in Massawa rather than in Asmara. When
dining in restaurants, Isaias will often switch plates
with a subordinate, apparently to avoid being
poisoned," the report quotes the Qatari
ambassador to Asmara.

The cables describe the Eritrean leader as a man
who keeps grudges and hardly forgives those who
cross his path. They report an incident when he
had a spat with Djibouti President Ismail Omar
Guelleh and has since declined to take part in
efforts to end a border dispute between the two
nations.

"A senior party official said Isaias and Djibouti
President Guelleh had agreed during a 2008
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telephone conversation to try to resolve at the
presidential level issues related to the June border
clash," the cables state.

"According to this senior Eritrean official, Isaias
was livid when Guelleh supposedly shortly
thereafter lambasted Eritrean aggression in a
media interview. lsaias reportedly felt personally
betrayed by President Guelleh, and has been
obstinate about resolving the Djibouti-Eritrea
border dispute ever since."

According to Mr McMullen, President Afeworki is
just another African despot who detests
democracy and is hell-bent on ruling the volatile
horn of Africa nation for life.

"Isaias, 62, told a visiting German parliamentarian
in late 2008 that he is healthy and expects to live
another 40 or 50 years," the cables reveal.

towd budl Jlaoll

The Nation (Nairobi)
Kenya: 110 lllegal Immigrants From Ethiopia
Seized

Eunice Machuhi

15 December 2010
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Nairobi — Police have smashed another human
trafficking syndicate and arrested 110 illegal
immigrants from Ethiopia.

The foreigners, who were on their way to Tanzania,
were being driven from Nairobi when their lorry
was intercepted in Vigurugani area by
Administration Police officers as they entered
Kinango from where they would leave Kenya
through the Lunga Lunga border.

Kinango DC Apollo Okello said the men, aged
between 15 and 30, were on their way to South
Africa where they are lured by prospects of better
jobs.

"A concerned citizen alerted the authorities after
he noticed their lorry diverting from the main
Mombasa-Nairobi highway into Samburu.

When | sent officers to establish what was in the
lorry, they came across these people,” he said.

Last week, police in Kwale seized 107 immigrants
who were en route to South Africa, bringing the
number seized in Coast province to more than 400
in just one month.
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Mr Okello said the Ethiopians, who did not have
any papers, would be charged with illegally
entering the country.

"The Kenyan coast has been identified as a

notorious transit point for traffickers, but we
intend to remain vigilant to end this human

trafficking business," he said.

In October, the government introduced new
legislation in a bid to crack down on human
traffickers and offer protection to victims.

The law slaps a 30-year jail term or a fine of Sh30
million on those convicted of human trafficking.

sigaazu aolall tadoVl wVlasll.

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks
Djibouti: Drought Appeal for 120,000
Vulnerable Pastoralists

12 November 2010

Nairobi — A "forgotten emergency" has left tens of
thousands of pastoralists in Djibouti needing food
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and nutrition assistance as well as longer-term
coping mechanisms, according to the UN.

The tiny Horn of Africa state is the subject of a
US$38.9 million appeal for food aid ($16.2 million),
agriculture and livestock ($6.5 million), health and
nutrition ($7.4 million), water and sanitation ($2.4
million), and emergency preparedness and
sanitation ($6.4 million).

Pastoralists and other rural dwellers have been
particularly affected by successive years of
drought since 2005, according to the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

"Water reserves have been depleted, there has
been a massive loss of livestock, and as a direct
result many people are facing the destruction of
their livelihoods and lost sources of income," the
agency said. "Increasing numbers of pastoralists
have had to give up their traditional activities and
are settling in urban areas."

Djibouti's food security situation is likely to further
deteriorate due to the effects of La NiA+a events,
expected to result in drier-than-normal conditions
during the October-December rainy season,
according to OCHA.
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The country is also affected by the worsening
violence and insecurity in neighbouring Somalia,
OCHA said, with Djibouti hosting a refugee
population of 14,500.

Launching the appeal in Geneva earlier this
month, Valerie Amos, the UN Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency
Relief Coordinator, said, "Due to high food prices
and reduced purchasing power, too many people
are unable to feed their families.

Djibouti: Drought Appeal for 120,000 Pastoralists

"While this appeal will help meet immediate
humanitarian needs, like food and nutrition, it is
important that we also address the root causes of
recurrent food crises and improve the country's
capacity to respond to these emergencies," she
said.

Djibouti is considered a least developed Ilow-
income food deficit country and was ranked 147th
out of 169 countries in the 2010 UN Human
Development Index.

In an effort to mitigate the effects of drought,
Djibouti abolished tax on food and some
agricultural inputs and promoted the cultivation of
unused arable land, according to Mohamed Siad

Doualeh, the country's ambassador to the UN.
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[This report does not necessarily reflect the views
of the United Nations

Iaic ol awnlall aoVl o Vlaoll.

The East African (Nairobi)
Uganda: AU Didn't Approve Salim Saleh's
Militia

Julius Barigaba

20 December 2010

Nairobi — It has now emerged that the activities of
Saracen International -- the private security
company currently training militia in the semi-
autonomous Puntland state of Somalia, as
reported in this paper last week -- have not been
sanctioned by the African Union. Analysts say this
could have grave consequences for Uganda's
peacekeeping force in the country.

Saracen is a Ugandan company associated with

General Caleb Akandwanaho alias Salim Saleh,
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senior advisor to and younger brother of President
Yoweri Museveni.

Officially, Kampala denies that Saracen's activities
will harm the African Union Mission to Somalia,
Amisom. "As long as their operations do not
contravene UN procedures it does not harm the
peacekeeping mission. They are not training an
anti-government force, are they?" asked army and
defence spokesman Lt-Col Felix Kulayigye.

Amisom is in the country to prop up Somalia's
Transitional Federal Government.However, The
EastAfrican has obtained confidential information
to the effect that Saracen started the training
without due approval from the African Union.

Last week, Saracen International representatives
met top diplomats from the United States, the
United Kingdom, the European Union and the
United Nations Political Office for Somalia to
explain the scope of Saracen's activities in
Somalia, but the Nairobi meeting raised more
questions than answers.

The meeting was called to thrash out
contradictions between Saracen and Amisom
activities, but the diplomats were shocked when
Saracen admitted to having breached procedure

and usurped Amisom's mandate.Among other
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things, Amisom's mandate includes training of the
country's fledgling security forces -- Uganda has to
date trained over 2,000 Somali army officers and
nearly 1,700 police personnel, all of whom
underwent training on Ugandan territory. Another
1,000 Somali army officers are to be trained in
Uganda next year. Saracen's activities clearly
parallel those of Amisom. Even more controversial
is the fact that the identity of the donor who
contracted Saracen for an estimated $10 million
remains a mystery, although sources point at UAE
contacts while others mention only "a Muslim
nation."

It is understood these donors are wary of potential
terrorist attacks from Somali Islamist
fundamentalist group Al Shabaab.

Sources reveal that Somalia's Transitional Federal
Government wants to build up Puntland's army to
fight Al Shabaab in the Galgala Hills, after which
the TFG will launch a war against Somaliland, the
self-declared independent northwestern state. It is
this scenario that poses dangers for Kampala,
whose troops form the bulk of the Amisom
peacekeeping force.

Private business

163



RURIRTIRNTROU I o< oo | . aill

When The EastAfrican contacted Gen Saleh, he
admitted that his company was involved but
declined to comment on the details and
implications of his company's activities in Somalia,
saying he had not yet read the article this paper
ran last week.

"I have been told about the story but | can't
comment on something | have not read.” The East-
African first reported last week that Saracen was
training militia in Puntland.

However, other army and security top brass in
Kampala said there was no risk to Kampala as this
was "a normal, private business matter" that has
little or no bearing on the country's security.

"In countries with insecurity problems such as
Somalia, there is always an urge to hire private
security. This has forced Somalia to do the same
and Saracen is only training them," said the army
spokesman.Still, other events unfolding in the
troubled Horn of Africa nation raised troublesome
scenarios for Uganda. On Friday, December 11,
Somaliland authorities seized a plane in the
region's capital Hargeisa that was allegedly
carrying military supplies to Puntland, where
Saracen is conducting the training. Somaliland
Interior Minister Mohamed Abdi Gabose said the

cargo plane had flown in from South Africa via
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Kampala, carrying military uniforms and other
supplies for the newly recruited militiamen in
Puntland, French news agency AFP reported on
December 12.

Not only is this in violation of the international
arms embargo against Somalia, but crucially, it
puts Kampala in the awkward position of having to
explain the role of its officials in parts of Somalia,
other than Mogadishu, where its peacekeeping
contingent is legally restricted under AU and UN
mandates. Already, government and army officials
are issuing denials but this will not necessarily
convince Somaliland and critically, Al Shabaab
that Kampala is not supplying arms to allies of
TFG.

This leaves Amisom in serious danger of being
perceived as a force that strategically secures the
capital while covertly training and arming militia to
take control of other areas.

Going by the public outcry in July when Al Shabaab
attacked two locations in Kampala killing at least
76 people, a terror threat is not something that
Kampala wants to countenance, especially one
that is seen to be self-inflicted by the shadowy
activities of a senior government official. Even
with the explanation that Puntland has offered that

the force being trained by Saracen is meant to
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fight piracy in the Gulf of Aden, the contracting of
this training has already raised controversy in the
United States.

Michael Shanklin, a former CIA official, is named as
having executed the contract but the funding has
met with criticism in Washington for lacking
transparency.

Somaliland, which declared independence from
Somalia and has been largely peaceful since 1991
when the rest of Somalia started to fall apart, is
citing Saracen's activities as a threat to its own
security and that of the entire Horn of Africa, given
the "legal vacuum" in which the militia in Puntland
are being trained.

toslidl Jlaall

The East African (Nairobi)
Uganda: AU Didn't Approve Salim Saleh's
Militia

Julius Barigaba
20 December 2010

Nairobi — It has now emerged that the activities of

Saracen International -- the private security
166



RURIRTIRNTROU I o< oo | . aill

company currently training militia in the semi-
autonomous Puntland state of Somalia, as
reported in this paper last week -- have not been
sanctioned by the African Union. Analysts say this
could have grave consequences for Uganda's
peacekeeping force in the country.

Saracen is a Ugandan company associated with
General Caleb Akandwanaho alias Salim Saleh,
senior advisor to and younger brother of President
Yoweri Museveni.

Officially, Kampala denies that Saracen's activities
will harm the African Union Mission to Somalia,
Amisom. "As long as their operations do not
contravene UN procedures it does not harm the
peacekeeping mission. They are not training an
anti-government force, are they?" asked army and
defence spokesman Lt-Col Felix Kulayigye.

Amisom is in the country to prop up Somalia's
Transitional Federal Government.However, The
EastAfrican has obtained confidential information
to the effect that Saracen started the training
without due approval from the African Union.

Last week, Saracen International representatives
met top diplomats from the United States, the
United Kingdom, the European Union and the

United Nations Political Office for Somalia to
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explain the scope of Saracen's activities in
Somalia, but the Nairobi meeting raised more
questions than answers.

The meeting was called to thrash out
contradictions between Saracen and Amisom
activities, but the diplomats were shocked when
Saracen admitted to having breached procedure
and usurped Amisom's mandate.Among other
things, Amisom's mandate includes training of the
country's fledgling security forces -- Uganda has to
date trained over 2,000 Somali army officers and
nearly 1,700 police personnel, all of whom
underwent training on Ugandan territory. Another
1,000 Somali army officers are to be trained in
Uganda next year. Saracen's activities clearly
parallel those of Amisom. Even more controversial
is the fact that the identity of the donor who
contracted Saracen for an estimated $10 million
remains a mystery, although sources point at UAE
contacts while others mention only "a Muslim
nation."

It is understood these donors are wary of potential
terrorist attacks from Somali Islamist
fundamentalist group Al Shabaab.

Sources reveal that Somalia's Transitional Federal
Government wants to build up Puntland's army to
fight Al Shabaab in the Galgala Hills, after which
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the TFG will launch a war against Somaliland, the
self-declared independent northwestern state. It is
this scenario that poses dangers for Kampala,
whose troops form the bulk of the Amisom
peacekeeping force.

Private business

When The EastAfrican contacted Gen Saleh, he
admitted that his company was involved but
declined to comment on the details and
implications of his company's activities in Somalia,
saying he had not yet read the article this paper
ran last week.

"I have been told about the story but | can't
comment on something | have not read." The East-
African first reported last week that Saracen was
training militia in Puntland.

However, other army and security top brass in
Kampala said there was no risk to Kampala as this
was "a normal, private business matter" that has
little or no bearing on the country's security.

"In countries with insecurity problems such as
Somalia, there is always an urge to hire private
security. This has forced Somalia to do the same
and Saracen is only training them," said the army

spokesman.Still, other events unfolding in the
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troubled Horn of Africa nation raised troublesome
scenarios for Uganda. On Friday, December 11,
Somaliland authorities seized a plane in the
region's capital Hargeisa that was allegedly
carrying military supplies to Puntland, where
Saracen is conducting the training. Somaliland
Interior Minister Mohamed Abdi Gabose said the
cargo plane had flown in from South Africa via
Kampala, carrying military uniforms and other
supplies for the newly recruited militiamen in
Puntland, French news agency AFP reported on
December 12.

Not only is this in violation of the international
arms embargo against Somalia, but crucially, it
puts Kampala in the awkward position of having to
explain the role of its officials in parts of Somalia,
other than Mogadishu, where its peacekeeping
contingent is legally restricted under AU and UN
mandates. Already, government and army officials
are issuing denials but this will not necessarily
convince Somaliland and critically, Al Shabaab
that Kampala is not supplying arms to allies of
TFG.

This leaves Amisom in serious danger of being
perceived as a force that strategically secures the
capital while covertly training and arming militia to
take control of other areas.
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Going by the public outcry in July when Al Shabaab
attacked two locations in Kampala killing at least
76 people, a terror threat is not something that
Kampala wants to countenance, especially one
that is seen to be self-inflicted by the shadowy
activities of a senior government official. Even
with the explanation that Puntland has offered that
the force being trained by Saracen is meant to
fight piracy in the Gulf of Aden, the contracting of
this training has already raised controversy in the
United States.

Michael Shanklin, a former CIA official, is named as
having executed the contract but the funding has
met with criticism in Washington for lacking
transparency.

Somaliland, which declared independence from
Somalia and has been largely peaceful since 1991
when the rest of Somalia started to fall apart, is
citing Saracen's activities as a threat to its own
security and that of the entire Horn of Africa, given
the "legal vacuum" in which the militia in Puntland
are being trained.
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Uganda: Museveni Leads With 66 Percent -
Poll

Barbara Among
16 December 2010

IF Ugandans were to vote today, President Yoweri
Museveni would win with 66% of the vote, while
FDC chief Kizza Besigye would come second with
12%, according to a poll.

The winner needs only 51%, according to the
Constitution.

Commissioned by donors and conducted between
November 16 and December 6, the poll says DP
leader Norbert Mao and UPC candidate Olara
Otunnu would each get 3%.

Beti Kamya, on the other hand, would get 1%.

The rest of the candidates, Abed Bwanika, Bidandi
Ssali and Samuel Lubega, would get zero percent
each.

Afrobarometer, which carried out the poll,
specialises in surveys on democracy and
governance in Africa.
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The group operates in 16 countries across west,
east and southern Africa.

This is its fourth round of survey in Uganda; the
first was in 2002.

In the survey, Ugandans said they would vote for
Museveni because of his personality, leadership
skills, and the ability to deliver on jobs and
development. Only 2% said they would vote for
him because he belongs to their ethnic group.

The poll, however, shows several surprises that
are bound to shake some long-held ideas about
regional and demographic voting patterns, as well
as where the patterns, as well as where the
strengths of various candidates and political
parties lie.

For instance, the ruling National Resistance
Movement party has gained support across the
country, including the eastern and northern
regions, where Museveni performed poorly in the
2006 elections. In the central the poll gave
Museveni 59% of the vote, 83% in the west, 59%
in the north and 64% in the east. This is about
20% gain for Museveni in the north.

Surprisingly, his two-time rival, Besigye, who beat
him in the east and north in 2006, has only 11% in
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north and 13% in the east. In the central, where
political analysts expected him to do well, he
scored 12%.

Even in Kampala, where Besigye beat Museveni in
the previous election, he has only 15% against
Museveni's 44%.

The poll was released in Kampala yesterday by the
Afrobarometer at the offices of the Deepening
Democracy Group, which commissioned it.

It said Mao would only manage 8% in the central,
zero in the west, 2% in the north and 1% in the
east.

Otunnu, it added, would not get any votes from
the central and west and only get 1% in the east
and 11% in the north.

Kamya would score 2% from the west and central
and 1% from each of the other regions.

The poll also said 3% of the 2,000 voters
interviewed were not sure who to vote for.

Asked which party they liked most, 72% chose
NRM, 28% picked FDC, while 15% said they would
go for UPC.
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Some 38% said they disliked FDC, UPC and DP. The
same percentage said they were neutral.

Most of the people interviewed attributed their
dislike for the parties to their past experiences,
unrealistic promises, inexperience and perceived
tribalism.

A poll conducted from June 21 to July 23 by New
Vision showed that 52.72% of Ugandans at the
time would vote for President Museveni.

The Forum for Democartic Change leader, Col. Dr.
Kizza Besigye, came second with 16.06%. The DP
boss, Norbert Mao, got 5.41%, followed by Olara
Otunnu of the UPC with 3.14% and Bidandi Ssali of
the People's Progressive Party got 1%.

Other issues in the survey

Ugandans want the next President to address
health, education, corruption and unemployment.

Although it found out that 90% of Ugandans would
vote, 59% feared post-election violence, while
713% of the respondents predicted that the loser
would concede defeat.

It showed that the presidency was the most
trusted institution with 68%, followed by the
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courts at 61%, though this is a decline from 71%
in 2005. The Police is the least trusted institution
in the country, the survey showed.

Ugandans, however, feel that the current
government has failed to end corruption and
provide jobs.

While 53% of the respondents said the existing
electoral laws were sufficient to deliver free and
fair elections, only 47% said they trusted the
Electoral Commission to deliver.

The good news for the Electoral Commission
chairman Badru Kiggudu, is that 53% of Ugandans
said he was doing a good job.

The opposition has on several occasion demanded
his resignation, alleging that he is incompetent.

On public awareness, the poll said about 50% of
Ugandans knew that the elections are due on
February 18 and could name two or more
presidential candidates. 58% of the respondents
said they had attended campaign rallies.

While 90% said they felt free to vote for a
candidate of their choice, 63% said they are not
free to comment on political issues.
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On vote buying, the NRM party came first,
followed by the FDC. Respondents said the parties
had offered them money, household items, alcohol
and job promises. Despite this, 77% said they
would take the money but vote for a candidate of
their choice.

The survey also assesed the impact of recent
events across the country on the NRM chances of
re-election. On the reopening of CBS, only 30%
said it would impact positively on the outcome of
the vote.

The Government closed the Buganda kingdom
radio station in September 2009, accusing it of
inciting violence. It re-opened it last month.

On the disputed NRM primaries, 33% of
respondents said it would negatively impact on
the party.

How survey was done

The survey involved 2000 adult Ugandans in 71%
of 112 districts, or 79 districts.

It lasted for 19 days between November 18 and
December 6.
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Areas, households and individuals were selected
randomly.

It used face to face interviews in the language of
the respondent's choice. These were Luganda,
Runyankole-Rukiga, Runyoro-Rutooro, Lugbara,
Alur, Luo, Ateso, Akirimojong and Lumasaba.

The age of the respondents ranged from 18 to 75
years. Half were male and the other female
selected from both urban (14%) and rural (86%)
areas.

Overall margin of erroris +/- 2.5

The Monitor (Kampala)
Uganda: Egypt Rules Out Attack On National
Soil

Walter Wafula
16 December 2010
Egypt has no plan to attack Uganda over the River

Nile but seeks to strengthen bilateral relations, Mr
Tarek Kamel, Egypt's minister of communications
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and information technology, told Daily Monitor
yesterday.

"This issue of attack - that Egypt will attack
Uganda is complete nonsense. This will never
happen,” Mr Kamel said, in response to allegations
that his country was preparing to start a war with
Uganda.

"If there was a war (plan), our minister of
electricity would not be here and | would not.
Uganda is definitely a sister country to Egypt," Mr
Kamel said, shortly after a meeting between a
delegation of officials from Egypt's information
and communications technology (ICT) sector and
ministry and those of Uganda, in Kampala.

Chilling news

Dr Hassan Younis, Egypt's minister of electricity
and energy, was among a delegation of Egyptian
officials who met President Museveni in Kampala,
on December 6 to strengthen economic and
political relations with Uganda.

However, on Monday, Ugandans woke to news
that Egypt was planning to attack Uganda and
other regional governments in a bid to control the
River Nile waters. The Observer newspaper which

reported the story, attributed the war plan claims
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to Mr lbrahim  Mukiibi, Uganda's High
Commissioner to Tanzania.

"Egypt is planning to build nuclear energy and we
are threatened by their efforts to engage in war.
We should tell the US about this because these
people are planning a war with Uganda," Mr
Mukiibi reportedly told Ugandan ambassadors who
gathered for a meeting at the Serena Lake Victoria
Resort on Saturday.

Tension between Egypt, and five other Nile Basin
states including; Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and
Ethiopia has been building up since May. This
followed the signing of the River Nile Cooperative
Framework Agreement (CFA) among the four
nations, and later Kenya. The CFA is meant to give
the Nile Basin states an equal stake in the Nile
waters as opposed to leaving Egypt and Sudan
with absolute control.

Signatories to the new treaty will then disregard
the two old agreements signed with the British in
1929 and 1959. The 1929 agreement gave Egypt
the right to prohibit any developments on the Nile
that it believes will interfere with the flow of the
River Nile. It also requires other states to seek
permission from Egypt to start projects like the
Bujagali hydro power project.
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UN News Service (New York)
Burundi: Despite Progress, National
Situation Still Cause for Concern, Ban Warns

6 December 2010

Burundi has made significant progress over the
past year in moving away from its violent past
towards a future of peace, stability and
development but security, food, human rights and
sexual violence remain matters of concern,
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says in a new
report.

Among the advances he cites the holding of five
consecutive elections (communal, presidential,
legislative, senatorial and local), even though
some of these were boycotted by opposition
parties, noting that for the first time since 1993,
the authorities successfully took on the challenge
entirely on their own in a country that was for
decades torn apart by largely ethnic fighting
between Hutus and Tutsis, in which hundreds of
thousands of people perished.
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"Despite the deep divide among political actors
over the elections and the fact that a single party
will dominate the political landscape for the next
five years, it is remarkable that neither of those
factors has led to the return of large-scale
violence, as had been widely feared," he tells the
Security Council in his latest report on the United
Nations mission that has been helping the small
Central African country recover from its legacy of
violence.

"| believe that the fact that confrontation has
remained predominantly confined to the political
realm is a testament to the maturing of the
political class of Burundi, the vibrant role played
by its increasingly strong and independent civil
society, and, above all, the population's desire for
lasting peace and development.”

But, he adds: "I am deeply concerned about signs
of a returning climate of impunity, the resurgence
of acts of torture, intimidation, extrajudicial
executions and arrests of opposition members, as
well as restrictions on the freedom of expression
and assembly."

The UN mission, known in its most recent
incarnation as the UN Integrated Office in Burundi
(BINUB), expires at the end of the year and Mr.

Ban proposes that it be replaced by a scaled-down
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mission to be known as the UN Office in Burundi
(BNUB) as of 1 January 2011, for an initial period
of one year, to complement the various UN
agencies working in the country.

The new Office's mandate will include monitoring
key indicators on democracy and governance, and
providing advice on the security sector and
strengthening human  rights and  justice
institutions. Without giving numbers, he says
BNUB's overall size is likely to be substantially
smaller than that of BINUB, in accordance with the
Government's request.

He notes that the scaling down of the former UN
Operation in Burundi (ONUB) to BINUB in 2006
created significant tension among national staff,
with one group of former staff members still
demanding reparations for various reasons,
including wrongful dismissal, staging
demonstrations, destroying UN property and
threatening to kidnap UN staff.

"To reduce the risk of a similar reaction, | urge the
Government of Burundi to work closely with the
United Nations to assist BINUB national staff in
their transition to either the public or the private
sector," he writes.
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Mr. Ban notes that the security situation in the
country, although relatively stable over the past
year, remains a concern, with a high incidence of
criminal activities such as armed robbery, killings
and sexual violence, and "a significant increase in
human rights violations," including severe
restrictions on the freedom of expression and
association and the jailing of opposition party
members.

He reports an increase in extrajudicial killings
and/or politically motivated killings from 27 in
2009 to 29 recorded so far this year, and notes
that BINUB confirmed 18 cases of torture while
none were reported in 20009.

"Sexual and gender-based violence continues to
be a major challenge," he says, noting that
between January and October, the Ministry of
Human Rights and Gender registered 1,727 rape
cases. He stresses UN efforts to combat sexual
and gender violence and generally to promote
human rights and civilian protection by regularly
reporting violations, briefing the diplomatic
community and organizing awareness
programmes for State employees and youth
groups.

But he also notes that the rate of representation

by women in the National Assembly is 32 per cent,
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above the 30 per cent required by the
Constitution, and women's representation in the
Senate is 46 per cent, the highest in Africa and
second in the world at this level.

Mr. Ban cites a "considerable risk" that children
will be recruited by armed groups due to the
heightened tensions that surrounded the electoral
cycle; notes that the food situation, although
improved thanks to favourable weather, remains
worrying; and stresses that with some 100,000
people remaining internally displaced and more
than 200,000 refugees still in Tanzania, land
disputes and the lack of socio-economic amenities
remain a challenge as returns continue.

"Potential civil unrest, natural disasters, epidemic
outbreaks, poverty and recurrent food insecurity
could still have significant  humanitarian
consequences and a negative Iimpact on
development efforts," he warns, stressing the
important role the UN must play to monitor the
situation and update contingency plans to respond
to a sudden deterioration of the situation.

Burundi was the first country, together with Sierra
Leone, to be targeted by the UN Peacebuilding
Commission when it was launched in 2006 to
provide financial, economic and other support to

prevent countries emerging from conflict from
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relapsing back into bloodshed, and Mr. Ban noted
that the body continued to monitor the country
closely.

"The situation in Burundi has sufficiently
progressed, in spite of the concerns expressed
above," he concludes. "l therefore encourage the
international community to gradually shift its
engagement in the country from support for the
peace process to assistance in the areas of
recovery, development and democratic
consolidation. The next five years will be critical in
this regard, not least because of the still highly
volatile political and security situation in the Great
Lakes region."
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